
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Since we wrote our last newsletter, both Lettie and Rachel have spent three weeks in Chennai. This was 
Rachel’s first visit since 2012 and was probably Lettie’s last long visit.   
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as visiting the Vine Charitable Trust office, they were able to attend the joyful wedding of Abigail 
Shrimpton and Joel Titus. Abi knows Rachel as her Granny and they have been very close over the years, so it 
was a very special occasion for Rachel, who was joined for the event by Sarah (an AIC trustee, see picture 
above) and Jonathan Thurley who gave the message. The wedding was on January 11th, at St. Andrews  Kirk, 
which was packed with family, friends and contacts from across the city and beyond.  Afterwards over 500 
people met for a reception and meal in a nearby hall.  
 

SENIOR CITIZENS 
 
Rachel was particularly looking forward to meeting with some of the older people, who had been coming to 
the VCT office for many years. Some generously brought presents for her, like Dolly and her husband, who gave 
a cream coloured shawl and Mabel who brought Indian milk sweets and fruit. 
 
Grandmothers have a big role to play in a number of VCT families. They are often the main carer and the first 
contact we have with children comes through them.  
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Bernie’s* son, was left by his wife, so she helped to care for her             
grandchildren as they grew up.  They are now all married and live          
separately.   
 
She has recently become a carer for her son who fell into a trench and  
injured himself and cannot work.  
 
They live in a small house with no water, which has to be carried in from 
outside. Bernie struggles to cope as she is losing both her eyesight and her 
hearing. She receives an allowance from VCT, which has recently gone up 
from Rs 700 to Rs 800 to keep in line with inflation. 



Lily’s son died 20 years ago and as his wife had previously deserted 
them, Lily was left as sole carer for her three small grandsons.  She was 
very keen that they should all do well and worked hard to support 
them. VCT agreed to support the boys in their  education and now all 
three grandsons have completed degree courses and are in good 
jobs. This is an amazing outcome for a family who 20 years ago had 
such an uncertain future. 
 
Lily is now living with her daughter. She keeps active by caring for her 
great granddaughter. She also receives an allowance from VCT  

STUDENTS 
 
Joy’s grandmother first came to VCT in 1988. At that time 
she, her husband and five children were living on a stair-
case in a block of flats. Gradually the family was re-
housed and the younger children sent to school. It is very 
satisfying to see Joy, studying for  a BCom.  She is current-
ly at the top of her class and finished her second year 
with a distinction.  
 
Joy and her grandmother’s rent is paid for by her uncle, 
Maureen’s son who is in work. As well as Joy’s education 
expenses, Maureen receives a pension. 

Rachel arranged to meet many people who had come through VCT 
over the years to find out how they were getting on. One of these was 
Billy. Billy stayed with Tom and Rachel in the 1990s when relationships 
broke down with his family. The family had a history of mental health 
problems and Billy had been previously involved with drugs.  He had 
many long theological discussions with them at this time and still has a 
faith now.  It was sad to hear that he is currently only doing a job as a 
watchman, but his recent diagnosis of schizophrenia has helped to put 
some of the struggles he has had into perspective.  
 
Mental health issues are still often hidden away in India and this late    
diagnosis is a part of the outcome of that.  

LETTIE’S VISIT to Chennai was also productive.  
 
As previously stated, she feels it might be her last official visit for AIC as a VCT trustee. She writes: 
 
It has been my pleasure to work in Chennai on behalf of AIC for nearly 24 years. It is difficult for me to put 
into words all my experiences during that time; how do I convey the joy I have had in meeting so many 
precious people? Or the  heartbreak of seeing their sad situations and sometimes sharing in them? They 
are experiences that will stay with me forever. I thank God for the opportunities to pray for people and to 
see God work in many lives. Being a trustee of VCT has been a privilege. I’ve learned many things along 
the way.  

*All names have been changed 

OTHER VCT NEWS 



PEOPLE OF THE WAY FELLOWSHIP 

A special joint celebration was held at the new PoTW site at  Erukancherri, two days after Abi and Joel’s 
wedding. This was a delayed 20th year Anniversary celebration from the establishment of the PoTW. It was 
decided to have it when Rachel and Lettie were there, as they have both been an important part of the 
church history.  
 
The building work at Erukancherri and also steadily been continuing.  
 
On the night of the 26th April the big slab was finally laid on the roof of the lower car parking area, which 
also forms the floor of the main worship area. This is a fantastic achievement. The staircases and down-
stairs offices have also been built. Prayers were held on the new slab on the morning of the 27th recognis-
ing God’s faithfulness to them. (see photo below) 

Ramachandra or Ram (as he is usually known) is an accountant, attends the People of the Way church 
and is married to Sharon an Anglo Indian. They are both involved in ministry at the PoTW church. Ram 
brings good financial experience to the team and we are very pleased that he has agreed to become a 
trustee.  

A celebration event was held by the VCT trustees to show their appreciation of all that Lettie has          
contributed on her annual visits. She was presented with a gift and the trustees and staff all had lunch   
together.  

It has also been my joy, getting to know David and Grace Shrimpton and their lovely children and to be a 
part of their struggles and joys as they started the People of the Way Fellowship. I have seen the church 
continue to grow and turn into the God-loving people that they are today. I shall miss them all’ 

VCT Trustees and staff in this pho-
to, from left to right are: Cynthia 
Ignatius, Grace Shrimpton, Paul 
Thompson,  John Dhanaraj,     
Virginia Rosario and the newest 
VCT trustee Ramachandra 
Murthy.  
 
David Shrimpton is also a trustee 
but is taking the photo and Lettie 
is in the middle being presented 
with the gift by Rachel, bottom 
right. 

If anyone would like to contribute to People of the Way’s building fund, then please ask Rachel for details. 

David continues to need our     
prayers at present, as he oversees 
the building work at Erukancherri, in  
addition to his usual pastoral        
responsibilities and his visits to the 
five daughter churches.  
 
There has had to be a change of 
pastor at Erukancherri. Ragesh, has 
worked under David for a long time 
in Periyar Nagar and has now taken 
over the responsibility for this        
fellowship. 



Thank you for your continued support and prayer, which has made the continuation of our work possible 
 
With love, 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Thurley  

As well as a new VCT Trustee, we would also like to welcome two new Trustees for Anglo-Indian Concern.  
 
Jude Lechmere, attends Godmanchester Baptist Church and is married with two children. She has been 
undertaking the book keeping for AIC for a number of years and has now agreed to be a trustee and 
Matthew Gunton, who lives in Cambridge with his wife and two young daughters.  Matthew lived and 
worked in Chennai for a few extended periods before his marriage and attended the PoTW church, as 
well as being a regular visitor to the Shrimpton household. We are grateful for their time and excited to 
have them as a part of the team. 
 
At the same time the Rev Geoff Larcombe, will be stepping down as trustee after 24 years of service, 
which included four visits to Chennai and a period of being Chair. He has been a great blessing for the 
work and his wisdom will be greatly missed.  
 
As you can see the last six months has been a significant time of change for many people involved with 
both VCT and AIC.  
 
Despite the changes, please be assured that the AIC trustees continue to be committed to visiting the 
work in Chennai; to monitor the work and encourage the team there. 

Lettie was also very involved with prayer ministry at the church over the years, as well as preaching and 
counselling and will be greatly missed at the church by many. 

AIC TRUSTEES 

For more information please visit www.angloindianconcern.org.uk  

One of David’s main       
supports, is a team of five 
women who pray every 
Tuesday and Friday and  
also hold a monthly      
women’s meeting on the 
first Saturday of every 
month.  
This group of women, in-
cludes Virginia, who also 
works part time for VCT (at 
the back). Pictured here 
with Rachel 


